
REIGI PARSONAGE 

The church estate of Reigi, its parsonage, is thought to have been established in the early 17th 
century, after the formation of the independent parish of Reigi. 

The current main building is the third to stand on the site and originates from 1775-1779. Along with 
the castle in Suuremõisa, it is one of the most remarkable baroque buildings on Hiiumaa. 

The layout of the parsonage is rectangular, over one-and-a-half storeys. It was originally a tall stone 
building with a hipped roof covered in reeds. The facades have no decorations and are structured only 
with tall quadrangular windows. The middle axis is marked by a glass porch in front of the main 
entrance. An almost square-shaped chamber takes pride of place in the layout of the building, with 
other rooms enfiladed in two rows along the building’s axis. The front side featured the parson’s office 
with an anteroom to one side of the hallway and a family room with a mantel chimney and kitchen on 
the other. Bedrooms, a dining room and a guest room were located on the garden side. The rooms 
have mirrored ceilings with simple stucco cornices. The baroque panel doors and a counter with 
carvings in the parson’s office remain intact. 

Part of the attic was turned into living quarters in the 20th century. There is a partially arched basement 
with many rooms and brick floors beneath the mansion. 

Several outbuildings surrounded the lawn in front of the main building in the 19th century. Out of these 
still stands today: a stable and carriage shed and barn, which used to form part of a U-shaped 
composite building of barns and outhouses. The building next to it, a fieldstone structure which was 
later turned into a sauna, was originally used as a community barn. 

A somewhat wild garden and orchard behind the main building also remain. A wooden camp house 
and the church estate’s barn used to stand here, too. The building has had several interesting uses. 
For example, there was a retirement home in it until 1966. 

 

Also, the Reigi parsonage has become part of the island’s cultural history due to the activities of 
several forward-looking parsons who lived and worked here. The first was Paulus Andreas Lempelius, 
who served as parson from 1627-1665. 

Reigi became famous thanks to a short story by Aino Kallas entitled "The Parson of Reigi". The writer 
was inspired by the tragic love story between Catharina Viecken (Wycken), the wife of the first parson, 
and Jonas Kempe, the deacon, which was brought to a close by the executioner's axe. 

The most scandalous of all the parsons was Andreas Anton Kroll, born on Hiiumaa. In 1714 he 
accepted a position in Reigi, from which he was released in 1727 due to “poor knowledge of the 
basics of Christianity”. In 1729 he managed to obtain the position of parson on the island of Ruhnu, 
but fights with locals soon erupted and in 1738 his son-in-law shot him, supposedly having been 
egged on by the hateful islanders. 

From 1751-1766 Jacob Marrasch (1721-1792), who is known in Moravian history, worked as a home 
teacher in the family of parson Jonas Glanström. In 1767 Marrasch moved to Saaremaa. From 1747-
1792 he was the caretaker of the brethren congregations and leader of the Moravians in the 
Saaremaa, Läänemaa and Hiiumaa region. Marrasch translated Moravian songs into Estonian. One of 
his charges at the parsonage was David Gottlieb Glanström (1744-1824), the son of the parson, who 
obtained a good home education before pursuing further studies at the University of Königsberg. As a 
parson in Järvamaa, Glanström translated the peasant law of Estonia, edited the second edition of the 



Bible in Estonian and worked on other Estonian literature (“Ramma Josepi Hädda- ja Abbi-Ramat” by 
Arvelius et al.). In 1817 Glanström, who was born and raised at the parsonage in Reigi, was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by the University of Tartu in theology. 

In 1775, the Finn Carl Forsman (the parson of Reigi from 1775-1812) put three teachers in charge of 
educating the children of the parish. As an enterprising man, he established a hat factory towards the 
end of the century in which two sorts of hats were produced – a simple type for poor buyers and a 
fancier and more expensive hat for well-off customers. 

Gustav Feliks Rinne, who worked here from 1865-1872, left his mark as a promoter of education and 
culture. He established two schools in the parish, established the Reigi choir and organized the first 
song festival on Hiiumaa, which took place in the courtyard of Murru tavern in the village of Leigri, the 
heart of the island, in 1867. The choir also represented Käina. To promote choir singing, Rinne 
created two sets of four-vocal songs for a mixed choir. He wrote a song in the dialect of Hiiumaa 
entitled "Hiiomaa ehk issamaa laul" to a melody composed by Pacius – in fact the one which is 
currently known as the Estonian anthem. In 1882 his son, the parson Immanuel Rinne (parson of Reigi 
from 1880-1886), established the first public library on Hiiumaa, which housed 200 volumes. One of 
the last parsons to live in the parsonage was Gottlieb (Joosep) Meeri. 

 

In 1903, a red beech tree was planted in the parsonage garden in honour of the birth of parson R.G. 
von Hirschausen's son, Theodor. 

Richard Georg von Hirschausen (30 June 1858 in Järva-Madise – 29 December 1916 in Reigi) was an 
Estonian cleric. 

He obtained basic education privately on Seidla estate. From 1873-1877 he studied in Tallinn and 
from 1877-1883 he studied theology at the University of Tartu. He spent his trial year in the Kaarli 
congregation of Paide and Tallinn. He was ordained on 14 October 1885. 

He was the assistant parson to the Dome Church congregation from 1884-1885. From 1885-1890 he 
served the Rakvere Trinity congregation as an assistant parson, and from 1890-1901 as its parson. 
From 1901-1916 he served as the parson of the Congregation of Jesus in Reigi. In 1915 he spent nine 
months in exile in Siberia. 

His father, August Heinrich von Hirschhausen, was the minister of Saint Matthew’s congregation in 
Järva-Madise. His grandfather, Johann Anton Hirschhausen, was the minister of the congregations of 
Jõelähtme and Kuusalu. Carl Joseph Lemm, his father-in-law, was the deacon of the Knight and Dome 
Church congregations in Tallinn. His son, Theodor Hirschhausen, was the minister of the Kärla 
congregation. His brother, August Konrad von Hirschhausen, was a vicar. 

Theodor Heinrich Oswald Hirschhausen (15 October 1903 in Reigi – 24 August 1936 in 
Kuressaare) was an Estonian cleric. 

He graduated from the Dome School in Tallinn before going on to study theology at the University of 
Tartu from 1924-1929. He pursued further studies at the University of Tübingen in Germany. He was 
in the congregations of Narva's Alexander Church and Rapla during his trial years. He was ordained 
on 19 October 1930. 

From 1930-1931 he was the personal assistant to Jaan Lattik, minister of the congregation of St. Paul 
in Viljandi. From 1932-1936 he worked as a minister in the Mary Magdalene congregation in Kärla. He 
died in Kuressaare in 1936 and is buried in Reigi cemetery. 


